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foresight of his approaching death, Having therefore settled his church
and put all things in the best order possible, he set out with certain zealous
companions to preach to the savage infidel inhabitants of the northern parts
of East Friesland. Having converted and baptized some thousands among
them, he appointed the eve of Whitsunday to administer to the neophytes
the sacrament of confirmation in the open fields in the plains of Dockum,
near the banks of the little rivulet Bordne. He pitched there a tent and
was waiting in prayer the arrival of the new converts when, behold!
instead of friends, a band of enraged infidels appeared on the plain all
in arms and, coming up, rushed into his tent. The servants that were
with the holy martyr were for defending his life by fighting; but he
would not suffer it, declaring that the day he had long waited for was
come, which was to bring him to the eternal joys of the Lord. He
encouraged the rest to meet with cheerfulness and constancy a death
which was to them the gate of everlasting life. While he was thus
employed, the pagans attacked them sword in hand and put them all to
death. St Boniface suffered in the seventy-fifth year of his age, on the
5th of June, in the year of Christ 755. With him were martyred fifty-
two companions, of whom the principal persons were Eoban, bishop;
Wintrung, Walter, and Adelhere, priests; Hamund, Strichald, and Bosa,
deacons; Waccar, Gunderhar, Williker, and Hadulph, monks: the rest
were laymen. The barbarians expected to have a great booty of gold
and silver in the baggage of the holy martyrs, but found nothing in their
trunks but relics and books, which they scattered about in the fields or
hid in ditches and marshes. Some of these things were afterwards found,
and of them three books are still preserved in the monastery of Fuld
or Fulden: namely, a book of the gospels writ in St Boniface's own hand;
a copy of a Harmony, or canons of the New Testament; and a third book
which is stained with the martyr's blood and contains the letter of St Leo
to Theodorus, Bishop of Frejus, and the discourse of St Ambrose on the
Holy Ghost, with his treatise, " De bono Mortis; or, On the Advantage
of Death." The body of St Boniface was first carried to Utrecht, thence
to Mentz, and lastly to Fuld, where it was deposited by St Lullus, as the
saint himself had desired. It is to this day regarded as the greatest treasure
of that monastery. The continuators of Bollandus have given us, under
the tide of<( Analecta Bonifaciana," a long history of an incredible number
of miracles down to this present time which have been wrought by God
at the relics, and through the intercession of St Boniface.

He who sincerely loves God rejoices with this martyr to sacrifice to
liis feofcour his life and whatever he has received of his bounty. With
his wide strength he consecrates all his faculties eternally to the glorious
and holy functions of divine love. He prays and labours without inter-